
Third Grade Math Games 

Multiplication Salute  

How to play:  
• Place the cards in a pile, face down. 
• Players 1 and 2 each pick up a card.  Without looking at it, they put the card facing out on their 

foreheads.  
• Player 3 multiplies the numbers on the two cards they can see and calls out the product. 
• Player 1 and 2, hearing the product and looking at each other’s card, try to figure out what 

number card they have.  The first player to correctly say their card keeps both cards.   
•    The players rotate roles throughout the game.  
•    The player with the most cards at the end of the game wins.  

Notes: 
•    You could either take the face cards out, or assign values to the face cards like Ace = 1      Jack 

= 11       Queen = 12       King = 0 
•    If you are playing with 2 players:  Player 1 picks up a card and puts it on his/her forehead.  Player 

2 picks up a card and flips it face up in front of them.  Player 2   multiplies the numbers and 
says the product.  Player 1, hearing the product and seeing the second card, tries to guess 
what number card they have.  If they are correct, they keep both cards.  If not, the cards go in 
the discard pile.  

•    This game can also be played with adding the two cards and saying the sum. 

Multiplication Top-It 
How to play:  

1. Place the cards in a pile, face down. 
2. Each player turns over 2 cards, multiplies them, and calls out the product of the numbers. 
3. The player with the greatest product wins the round and takes all the cards.  In case of a tie for 

the greatest product, each tied player turns over 2 more cards and calls out their product. The 
player with the greatest product now takes all the cards from both plays. 

4. Play ends when not enough cards are left for each player to have another turn. 
5. The player with the most cards wins. 

Notes: 
•    You could either take the face cards out, or assign values to the face cards like Ace = 1      Jack 

= 11       Queen = 12       King = 0 
•    This game can be played with 2-4 players. 
•    This game can also be played with adding the two cards and comparing sums. 



Close to 100 
Materials: One Deck of Cards (2-9, A=1, K=0). You do not need the other face cards.  
Players: 2-3 
How to Play:  

1. Deal out six Numeral Cards to each player. 
2. Use any four of your cards to make two numbers. For example, a 6 and a 5 could   make either 

56 or 65. Wild Cards can be used as any numeral. Try to make two numbers that, when added, 
give you a total that is close to 100. 

3. Write these two numbers and their total on a score sheet. For example 42 + 56 = 98. 
4. Find your score. Your score is the difference between your total and 100. For example if your 

total is 98, your score is 2. If your total is 105, your score is 5. 
5. Put the cards you used in a discard pile. Keep the two cards you didn’t use for the next round. 
6. For the next round, deal four new cards to each player. Make more numbers that come close to 

100. When you run out of cards, mix up the discard pile and use those cards again. 
7. Five rounds make one game. Total your scores for the five rounds. LOWEST score wins! 

Notes:  You can also play Close to 0 by trying to subtract 2 two-digit numbers and get the closet to zero 
you can.  You can also play Close to 1,000 by dealing out 8 cards and trying to add 2 three-digit 
numbers to get the closest to 1,000. 

Circles and Stars 
Game Directions:  
All players take turns completing step 1 first.  Then all players take turns completing step 2, etc. 

Step 1: Roll the die. This first roll will tell you how many circles to make. For example, you might roll a 3.  
Draw 3 circles.  
Step 2: Roll the die a second time. This second roll will tell you how many stars to draw in each circle. For 
example, you may roll a 4.  Draw 4 stars in each circle. 
Step 3: Write an equal group sentence and a multiplication sentence that matches and solve. For 
example:     3 groups of 4        3 x 4 = 12.  
Step 4:  Continue playing and comparing the totals for each page! 

Notes:  
-If stars are taking too long, draw triangles instead. 
-You could make a paper booklet or you could play on a full sheet of paper. 

How Long? How Many? 
Materials: One die, graph paper, colored pencils  

How to play:  
•    Each player chooses a different color to use.  Players take turns drawing rectangles and finding 

products.  
• Roll once - that number is how long to make the rectangle.   
•    Roll again - that is how wide to make the rectangle.  
• Draw the rectangle. 
•     In the middle of the rectangle, write the multiplication sentence and product. 
•    Take turns and continue. 
•    When there is not enough space on the paper to draw the rolled rectangle, the game is over.  

Players add up the products to see how many spaces they covered with their rectangles.  The 
greater total wins.  


